
Happy 4th of July!
 

From Anne Doolittle, Vestry Member

Dear Friends in Christ, 
I wanted to give you a gift. Something that would comfort those of you who
cannot be here. So, I visited the chapel to bring you a glimpse of how it fares
without you. Frankly, I needed to go. My heart was heavy with grief for
brutalized black lives, victims of the virus, and soldiers with bounties on their
heads. My mind rattled with worry for how to correct so many wrongs and heal
so many wounds. I was worried too about how it would feel to ascend the hill
surrounded by trees to emerge in that sacred place with no one around. 
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It was comforting to see the steeple cross through the
trees as I approached on Route 6. Usually when I go
up the wooden steps by the post office it feels like
summer camp and I’m out for a hike with cabin
mates. But as my feet progress up the sandy path my
heart settles in preparation for fellowship with the
Beloved and His followers. At the top of the hill, I
know some of you will be greeting one another and
preparing our house of worship. Along the path
delicacies of flora and fauna greet me: a pine stump
edged with moss, leaf shapes floating against blue sky, a vine taking advantage
of a sunny patch on the path. They comfort and welcome me. 

Today they waved their usual hello and seemed
to be saying, “Where HAVE you been? It’s July
already!” Their simple beauty opened a place for
peace to enter. My breathing slowed. My pace
slackened. No service to attend. No faces to greet
me. I felt the presence of the Beloved carried on
the breeze that touched everything.

As I crested the hill, the steeple and the cross once again came into view.

    

Someone had lovingly placed pots of flowers by the benches and the patio was
wide open with a serene stillness.  



As for the chapel building, I had never experienced it
as anything other than airy, open and inviting. Sternly
closed to the world, it announced its permanence and
unshakable companionship in times of change and
upheaval. Inside, the light of Christ spilled down on
the altar and through the stained glass window. 

All is well there, my friends. I wish you good health, God’s presence, and
opportunities to love your neighbor. 
Anne

Here’s a little something to boost your health.
 ImmuniTea 
6-8 bags tea
1 pint of water



1-2 Tablespoons diced ginger root
1/2 teaspoon turmeric, or 2T diced root
1/4- 1/2 cup honey
1/4 cup lemon juice 
Steep tea in the water. Microwave ginger, turmeric, honey, and lemon juice for 1
minute. Stir and microwave 1 minute more. Mix with the tea. Dilute to taste with
ice and water. Cheers! 

News from Our Friends

Anne Doolittle was not the only person
who made a pilgrimage to the Chapel
recently.  Sesle Olsen writes the
following: 
 
“Sitting here outside the Chapel. Praying
and thinking about people I know who are
very much in need. It’s a beautiful day.
Warm with a breeze up here on the hill.
Missing the fellowship I’ve enjoyed here
these past few summers. Looking forward
to August. “
 
Tracey Lind and I used to live in a neighborhood of Cleveland, Ohio that had a
long tradition of (unofficial) competitive fireworks.  It sits along the shore of Lake
Erie, not far from the launch pad of the City’s public fireworks display.  Every
year, our neighborhood’s private extravaganza had so much fire power that the
City would wait until it was over to begin theirs.

A couple of years ago, Tracey and I were invited to a July 4th picnic to watch
fireworks on Wellfleet’s Newcomb Hollow Beach.  We sat with friends old and
new and watched the local (unofficial) fireworks competition.  We felt right at
home. 



Newcomb Hollow Beach Fireworks.  Photo by Tracey Lind

 
We cannot gather for regular communion in the Chapel this summer, but we
can keep in touch as a community.  Please let us know how (and where) you
are this summer, and whether we may share your news.  You can reach us via
email by responding to this message or contacting
stjameschapelwellfleet@gmail.com. Also, please visit us online via our website
stjameschapelwellfleet.org and click this link to follow our Facebook page.  

Best wishes,

Emily Ingalls
Editor

http://www.stjameschapelwellfleet.org/
https://www.facebook.com/st.james.chapel.wellfleet/


Provincetown Fireworks

Photo by Tracey Lind

Ah, the beach!

Photo by Tracey Lind

Outreach Out of the Ordinary

The Chapel of St. James the Fisherman gives away one-half of its annual
income to outer Cape Cod relief organizations.  Last year this amounted to
$38,000, which was equal to the amount of summer plate offerings from our
sunday worship services.  Even though we won’t gather for worship in person
this summer, we do hope to continue to donate to those organizations that we
have supported in the past. This year's goal is $40,000.  
 

Habitat for Humanity of Cape Cod 

  
In 2019, The Chapel of St. James the Fisherman donated $2,500 to Habitat
for Humanity Cape Cod.  Ginny Irving, Habitat’s Director of Resource
Development, tells us that like many of our outreach partners, Habitat Cape
Cod has been challenged by the COVID-19 crisis. Their two ReStores, a major
source of revenue, were closed for two months, all fundraising events are being
rescheduled, and home construction slowed with only a few professional
contractors allowed on-site.  
 
“As we have all been asked to Shelter at Home, we have realized that Home is
Everything. But not everyone on Cape Cod has a safe place to call home,
which is why Habitat works so hard to create affordable housing for our
neighbors….[Your donations] will help others achieve the strength, stability, and
self-reliance they need to build a better life for themselves and their families.”
 
For more information, click here: http://habitatcapecod.org/donate.

http://habitatcapecod.org/donate


Photo credit:  Habitat Cape Cod
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